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Holiday spirit kicks in

Weekend events around Sanford — Page 2
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Each year Harvest Time International, located at 225 N. Kennel Rd., provides gifts to more than 4,000 children.

Helping the needy is Love’s Creation
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By Gary Roberts
Herald Staff

Steve Edmonds has a great idea—one i
world's pollution problem, the nation’s ds
state’s agricultural economy, as well as hi:
goals. And he is about to take the next stej
ing all of it.

Edmonds started up Pristine BioDiesel

e in mind: to convert vegetable oil intc
sity of Central Florida graduate needs hel

He needs more research to be done by |
and agricultural experts. He requires new
manufacturing plants. He needs to devele
his product and more collection points for
matter and “yellow grease,” typically fror
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Christmas Bag of Joy | commason s s et
d toys for drenvin a spedally created Operating out of a 100,000-=square-foot
“tay store.” facility, HTI serves local families directly

Every year Harvest Time International provides free
Christmas gifts to mare than 4,000 local children whose
parents are not able to provide presents for them
Christmas moming, The holiday season can be espedally
difficult for families struggling on a daily basis to make
ends meet.

Christmas Bag of Jay, Harvest Time International’s
ﬁﬂ] Christmas assistance outreach to 1,500 local fami-

ies, allows registered parents o pick free toys for their
children in a spedially set up "mﬁfm"

People can by donating tays, or in other ways.

- ® Decorate an ordinary paper leaf bag (provided by
HTT). Be creative — make it Jook like Christmas with col- &
ors, decorations and uplifting greetings. This can be a

at project for families with children, school classes,

y schools, tions, etc.

» Fill the bag with joy. Toys for children aged 1-15 years

old, Christmas dinner food items {nonperishable), gift

cards for toys or groceries, or a $10 financial donation to
sporsor a child.
e Retumn it to Harvest Time International this week, but

donations will be until Christmas Eve. Any com-
bination of these opportunities also is fine. While some
only might be able to decorate a bag, others can donate a
toy or give a financdal donation toward the event.

For more information or to volunteer, contact 407-474-
0441 or volunteer@harvest-time.ong, or visit
"harvesttime org/ Christmas.

“Initially, people are looking for sales
and are reluctant to buy, but onee they find
out what's involved, they are compelled to
support the cause behind the product,”
said Franky Caleb, store manager.

For Ashley Higham, who last week
came all the way from Tampa to do some
Christmas shopping at Seminole Towne
Center, it was IEK*r first tume in the store.

“T didn't know this was here.” she said.
“I think it’s a really good idea. I like these
uurky, litte vintage items.”

Actually, with last month's opening of a
second Love’s Creation at the mall, shop-
pers now have twice the opportunity to
play a more active role in this season of
giving. And in doing so, also s it
Harvest Time International, ﬁa;l?nﬁﬂ-hased
:mu;]:r that helps families and children in
nee

In addition, this is the second year the
Chiristian organization is operating a holi-
day pift-wrapping service at Seminole
Tovne Center, with proceeds benefiting
local fanilies,

In conjunclion with its annual Christmas
Bag of Joy program, established in 1999,
HTI provides food and other assistance for
1,200 local families and Christmas presents
for 4,000 children during the holiday sea-

‘,.

“Instead of having a stranger pick out a
toy, parents know better what their child
wants,” said Andre Smolinsky, HTI chief

ting officer “We want parents to have
joy of choosing a toy for their child.”

On this day, Smolinsky is sharing the joy
of Christmas with his family. His wife,
Lena, who is outreach and communica-
tions director for HTT, and -week-old
Aurelia join him for a festive stroll through
the mall.

“She comes to work already,” Smolinsky
said of their newborm.

This dedication to family is the philoso-
phy behind the Harvest Time International
Healing and Worship Center, located at 225
M. Kennel Road, in Sanford.

HTT is a hunger and disaster relief
organization meeting the needs of families
in the U5, and worldwide. The target pop-
ulations are low-income or finandally dis-
treseed families, elderly and disabled on
low or fixed income, and homeless or
unemployed families—people who are
strugeling to meet their basic needs.

v achieve their goal both globally
and locally. Each day HTI assists more 500
families in Central Florida.

Lena Smolinsky said more families than
ever are coming to Harvest Time

through its Community Hope Center.
Eaﬂﬂgmmxt year, HTT will be offering yet
another service, opening a Medical Care
Center for families without medical insur-
ance,

The slumping economy has hit HT1 as
well, with financial contributions drop-
ping. But Smolinsky understands the pres-
sures people are under.

"Right now, so many people are hurting
and have had to cut back on their dona-
tions,” she said.

But that doesn’t mean they still aren't
reaching out others.

Last year, HTT was the recipient of
41,000 volunteer hours from commianity
members. Already this vear, the organiza-
tion has welcomed more than 61,000 hours

“of volunteer service.

However, last vear, with the crisis creat-
ed by the earthquake in Haiti, financial
contributions flowed in at unprecedented
levels.

“Peaple were very generous. We wene
overwhelmed,” Smolinsky said. “It was

To help with the Christmas assistance
program, volunteers are needed through
Dec, 24. Contact 407-474-0441 or viblun-
teer@harvest-time org.
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