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At her low point, Harvest Time was there

By Gary Taylor | STAFF WRITER

oleen Bottomley found herselfin
some rough times in mid-2009.

A single mother for nearly two
decades, she had moved into an
apartment in Sanford and was living
alone.

“I'had nothing,” said Bottomley;, 60.

Through the years, she had made
her son, Daniel, her priority Ever
frugal, she had made ends meet by
stretching alimony; child supportand
money she received from working
various jobs from time to time.

“I wanted him to grow up knowing
that his mom was there for him all
the time,” she said. “I had put my life
on hold.”

Sometimes, things got tough, such
as the time her car was repossessed
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ran Bantz feels comfortable spending a little more money 2.2%
on the holidays. il
“It doesn't seem as gloomy as it did last vear " sald Baniz, November 2009,
an Orlando stay-at-home mom shopping at Altamonte Mall this week 84%9%
with a budget of about 10 percent more than in 2009, “It's still not as Consumers who
good as it could be, but it's a little better.” have things to by
After two rough years, things are returning more to normal this 3-3%
holiday shopping season. But it's a2 new normal, where consumers :;’;m
still avoid deep debt and diligently seek sales. Federation this
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on her birthday. Still, it was
worth it, she said. “My bless-
ing is a son that did not turn
out wrong."”
Bottomley's son, now 20,
moved out after graduating
from high school, and she
moved from an apartment
in Altamonte Springs to her
current residence. But she
was out of work, and money
that might have gone to buy
food was needed to pay bills.
That's when she found
Harvest Time Interna-
fional, one of the many
nonprofit agencies sup-
ported by the Orlando Senti-
nel Family Fund Holiday
Campaign.

‘I've been blessed’

Distributing food is a key
mission of the faith-based
Harvest Time. At its mas-
sive warehouse in Sanford,
Bottomley could buy food at
a discount.

“They helped me with
food,” she said. “More than
that, they helped me spiritu-
ally I've been blessed in
more ways than I can put
into words.”

Every weekday, as many
as 500 families pass through
the agency’s doors, buying
food for 25 cents on the dol-
lar or less.

They fill their carts from
well-stocked shelves that
also include pet food and
household supplies. While
the clients shop on one side
of the shelves, workers re-
stock items from the back.

Out of sight is a 53,000
square-foot warehouse
filled with stacks of food:
soups to cereal, crackers to
green beans. Most of it is
donated by manufacturers
and national retailers, said
Andre Smolinsky, chief op-
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erating officer.

In addition to helping in-
dividuals and families, Har-
vest Time distributes food to
200 nonprofit organizations
throughout Central Florida.

Although Harvest Time
provides some emergency
food assistance at its San-
ford facility, most clients are
asked to pay a small amount
for the food. Freefood “isnot
a long-term solution’ to the
problems its clients face,
Smolinsky said.

Bottomley found part-
time employment with the
organization.. She was so
thankful for the help she
received, and so impressed
with the work being done,
that when her four-hour
shift ended each daw she
stayed to volunteer another
four hours.

Now her work there has
grown to full time. Her job:
qualifying clients for food
assistance.

case-hy-case basis

The organization gener-
ally serves people whose
income is 200 percent of the
poverty level or less. Quali-
fying is similar to that for
getting food stamps, which
the agency accepts.

But there are no firm
rules. Each family's needs
are addressed case by case,
Smolinsky said.

It's rare that someone
seeking help doesn’t get it,
Bottormiley said.

Every time she’ inter-
viewsa client, there's abitof
aflashback to the days when
she needed help, Bottomley
said. She thinks that makes
her more compassionate,

“l am presenting Harvest
Time on their level,” she
said. “They touch my heart
tremendously”

Gary Taylor can be reached at
gtaylor@orlandosentinel.com
or 407-391-9681.
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